
Thank you for supporting AFAN’s efforts! Without our members we would not be able to accomplish the work that we do
to grow the livestock industry and the agricultural industry in Nebraska.   
 
Often it seems like progress has been slow but then you add it all up and see that the impact has been tremendous. One
thing I’m proud of is that the work of AFAN doesn’t just add up to dollars spent, or bushels consumed. It adds up to next
generations back on the farm and future generations having a viable option to live and work in rural communities. That is
true success. 

DARI LLC’s $186M investment in Seward’s Rail Park will
processes 1.8M lbs of milk/day (22,000 cows) with 70
employees, producing aseptic, shelf-stable milk (1-year
life) for easy transport and export. Backed by AFAN (since
2021). 

ACTUS ($85M), capacity jumped from 5,000 to 37,000
cows with Phase 2 plans to double production.

Other Ag Growth
Sustainable Beef: Began May 2025, scaling to 1,500
head/day.
Lincoln Premium Poultry: Planning Phase 2—feed mill,
hatchery, +650 barns.
Smart Chicken: Expanding with 100 new barns/year in
SE Nebraska.
Michael Foods: Looking for egg growers!
Good Life Agriculture: Launching an Atlantic Salmon
production and processing facility in Nebraska City.
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PROCESSING SUCCESS

DIRECTOR UPDATE 

Processing projects are coming to Nebraska because of our
availability of water, feed stuffs, & livestock numbers.

ECONOMIC IMPACT OF
LIVESTOCK DEVELOPMENT
Fed Cattle: A 1,500-head feedlot (1.8 turns/year)
contributes $43,500 in local tax revenue, uses
192,780 bushels of corn, supports 56 jobs, and
generates $3.7 million in total economic impact.

Pork: Each 2,500-head finisher barn (2.7
turns/year) generates $31,700 in local tax revenue,
consumes 75,600 bushels of corn and 18,225
bushels of soybeans, supports 14 jobs, and delivers
$1 million in local economic impact.

Poultry: Lincoln Premium Poultry alone produces
$1.1 billion in annual economic impact statewide,
creating jobs and driving growth through
processing, feed demand, and grower investment.

Together, Nebraska’s livestock sectors strengthen rural
economies, support local labor and tax bases, and create
sustained demand for feed and infrastructure investment

across the state.

WE ARE GROWING!
We have hired a Western Nebraska Livestock

Development Coordinator, Mike Ketter!  Mike will help
producers looking to expand their livestock operations in

the western part of the state. Mike resides in North
Platte, Nebraska. 



THANK YOU, AFAN MEMBERS!
If you’d like to support AFAN’s mission of

growing the livestock industry 
 and supporting rural Nebraska 

VISIT BECOMEAFAN.ORG. 

$273 million
CAPITOL INVESTMENT 2025

Steve Martin 
402.867.4176

stevem@a-fan.org

Kris Bousquet 
402.525.3199
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Mindy Rix
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Rylee Wagner
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NEW BUSHELS CONSUMED,
CORN

NEW BUSHELS CONSUMED,
SOYBEANS

24.6 million

MANURE- BETTER SOIL, BETTER WATER

Mike Ketter
308.660.7040

mikek@a-fan.org

1.4 million
NEW BUSHELS CONSUMED,

SOYBEAN

Producers continue to see growth through contract feeding
opportunities. 

PRODUCER SUCCESS

Nebraska’s ag sector is booming! 7 new dairy prospects hosted
this year, representing ~60,000 new cows, with current
producers expanding statewide.

Dairy: Strong interest and ongoing expansion.
Poultry: Smart Chicken added ~100 barns and 13 producers;
specialty and egg-laying sites growing across western
Nebraska.
Beef: Producers moving to roller compacted concrete and
confined cattle barns.
Pork: Growth steady; Nebraska Pork Expo celebrated its 5th
year with 250 attendees and 45 vendors.

Improves soil health and structure for long-term productivity.
Enhances water-holding capacity and infiltration, increasing drought resilience.
Binds nutrients to soil, reducing runoff and improving water quality.
Strengthens farm sustainability while supporting local economies.

Livestock plays a vital role in our farming ecosystem by providing high-quality, nutrient-
dense organic matter that enriches our fields here in Nebraska. 


