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April is planting time!  And we can all use a reminder to watch for all the tractors,
trucks, sprayers, and other slow-moving and large equipment on the roads.  Slow
down and wave to a farmer! 
 
April is also when we (AFAN staff) wrap up our tradeshow travels for the year.  We are
always looking for opportunities to promote Nebraska so there may be something
that comes up, but the main events are done until next year.  
 
This past month we were in Reno, NV (Western Dairy Management Conference),
Minneapolis, MN (PEAK Poultry Convention), Sioux Falls, SD (Central Plains Dairy
Expo), Omaha, NE (Central Confinement Services Confined Cattle Symposium), and
our partners with NE Dept of Economic Development were in Madison, WI (Cheese
Con).  In all of this travel, we work with our in-state partners to convey a cohesive
message about the benefits of doing business in Nebraska.  Our partners include NE
Dept of Economic Development, NE Dept of Agriculture, NPPD, UNL, NE State Dairy
Association, and many community economic development groups. 
 
In-state, we worked on recruiting growers for poultry production.  If you are looking
for opportunities in poultry, there are options in every part of the state.  Broiler
production in eastern Nebraska, small egg layers in western Nebraska, and large egg
layers anywhere.   
 
In the dairy industry, we continue to see opportunities for growth.  While most
farmers aren’t going to just become a dairy farmer, there are lots of opportunities to
partner with a dairy farm.  Having a dairy farm as a neighbor gives you another
market for your crops as well as a source of natural fertilizer which also improves soil
health.   
 
In beef, there are interesting options with confinement structures.  Deep pits, bed-
packs, mono-slopes, hoop structures are all options, and depending on your goals,
one of them might be right for you.  We continue to work with Legacy Beef Coop as
they recruit new members and again, this could be a good option for you. 
 
Swine has been a little slow, but it doesn’t mean it is shrinking.  Nebraska has great
biosecurity because we have a distance between hog facilities.  Additionally, we have
options from sow farms to finishing.  There are also opportunities to partner with a
swine company, which is similar to a dairy, giving you another outlet for crop sales as
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well as returning nutrients to your soil.  The Nebraska Pork Expo is a great place to
come and learn for pork producers and people trying to discover how pork
production can benefit their farm. 
 
If you are interested in any of these opportunities, please get in touch with us!  And
have a safe Spring! 

Other Updates
A Recap on the Western Dairy Management Conference, Kris Bousquet

In April, businesses from Nebraska, as well as members of the “Grow Nebraska Dairy
Team,” convened in Reno, Nevada, to attend the Western Dairy Management
Conference. This conference is held every two years and attracts 1300 attendees from
businesses and progressive producers who are eager to learn how they can get better.
AFAN used this opportunity to engage producers who may be interested in expanding
their operations outside of the western United States, and the response was
outstanding. AFAN sponsored the conference and spoke to the benefits and values of
Nebraska and has generated a significant buzz amongst its attendees. Actus Nutrition in
Norfolk has a sincere desire to fill their milk market with local milk and supported our
trip by hosting a hospitality event to enhance our recruitment efforts. Having the
potential market, the “Grow Nebraska Dairy team,” and a dairy producer from our state
partake in this effort allowed us to answer the important questions they had, and it is
resulting in producers making the trip to Nebraska to check us out. Growing Nebraska’s
dairy sector has a significant positive impact on rural Nebraska and is an excellent way
to grow demand for grain in our state. 

A Recap on the NECC Spring Field Day, Rylee Wagner

AFAN, with support from the Nebraska Soybean Board, sponsored Northeast
Community College's Spring Field Day for their agriculture students. The goal of
partnering with the college on these field days is to expose students to various
opportunities in production agriculture, particularly within the livestock sector. With
that in mind, the college coordinated the participation of all 150 ag students, and AFAN
organized tours of livestock facilities. Students and staff were also provided lunch while
learning about the value of manure in farming practices from our Premier Partner,
Nutrient Advisors. The day included a visit to a deep-pit cattle barn, showcasing the
process of finishing fat cattle under roof; a stop at Zobel Family Farms, which
specializes in direct-to-consumer beef and pork; and a tour of Mighty Giant, an ag
manufacturing plant. Originally, the third stop was planned to be another livestock
facility, but due to changes in biosecurity protocols, the agenda was adjusted. Despite
the change, the day was still a great success and provided valuable experiences for the
students.

Save the Date





April:
27-29: ADPI

June:
12: AFAN Golf Tournament
24: AFAN Midyear Update (More info to come)

July:
9: Nebraska Pork Expo

August:
21: AFAN Confined Cattle Tour  (More info to come)
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Special THANK YOU to our Premier Sponsors,
Farm Credit Services of America  & Nutrient Advisors!
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