AFAN IN ACTION

March 2025 Update

Happy St. Patrick’s Day! Besides the 17h being a great day to celebrate Irish
heritage, when we get to mid-March, you know that no matter how much it
snows and blows, it's not going to last. Spring is almost here!

This past month, we have spent a lot of time talking about poultry and dairy. It
is not quite ham and eggs, but the opportunities to grow these industries
couldn’t be more delicious.

Lincoln Premium Poultry held their first round of grower recruitment meetings.
AFAN assisted with logistics and promotional support. The six meetings were
very well attended, and there is much interest in raising chickens for LPP. In case
you haven't heard, LPP is exploring the possibility of building a second complex
similar to the Fremont location and growers are a key component in IF that
complex gets built. There will be more meetings coming up in April; see the
calendar at the bottom for dates and locations.

Smart Chicken is also working to recruit more growers. SC is a broiler operation
with a processing facility in Tecumseh (southeast Nebraska) and further
processing in Waverly. Smart Chicken has been in Nebraska for a long time and
continues to grow. Consumer demand for their high-quality poultry products is
growing. They would like to find broiler growers within about 60 miles of
Tecumseh.

Michael Foods is also looking to increase their egg output so they could use
more hens raised, which would bring more eggs into their processing facility.
Since the eggs are the only product that is getting transported to the processing
facility in Wakefield, the farms can be located further away, which creates an
opportunity for potential growers in the center part of the state.

If you are looking to get into the poultry industry, feel free to give us a call and
we can connect you with any of these opportunities.

In addition to holding meetings, we had the opportunity to discuss livestock
growth and provide an AFAN update at the Nebraska State Dairy Association

and Nebraska Poultry Industries annual meetings.

In the dairy industry, the Nebraska Milk Producers Non-Stock Cooperative held
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its annual meeting. This coop was formed to supply milk to the Actus Nutrition
plant in Norfolk (formerly named Milk Specialties Global). AFAN was very
instrumental in helping the Coop get formed. The whole thing came about
because AFAN had engaged with a group of Nebraska dairy farmers who
wanted to sell their milk differently. When the opportunity came up to supply
the Actus facility, AFAN pulled together these farmers and helped them
overcome obstacles to get the Coop going.

Actus continues to grow in Norfolk, and we continue to work to recruit more
dairy farmers to the state. Dairy farms need a lot of feedstuffs, and they also
create a lot of manure. As a row-crop farmer, having a dairy nearby that will buy
your crops and return valuable nutrients to your farm is a win-win.

Most people will never just become a dairy farmer, but there are dairy farmers
that would love to come to Nebraska. If you have a farm site that you think
would be a good place for a dairy farm and would be willing to help us place a
dairy there, give us a call. We'll gladly look it over and evaluate the location.

In addition to poultry and dairy, the cattle industry continues to grow as
opportunities arise. Central Confinement Services is hosting a Confined Cattle
Symposium on March 18th in Omaha. This will be a great opportunity to hear
from experts on how to raise beef under roof.

With Nebraska's world-class feed, water, open space, and people, it is no
wonder the livestock industry continues to grow. We at AFAN are going to be
here to help and make sure it continues to grow.

Other Updates

Women from across the state gathered in Kearney, Nebraska, to celebrate the
40th anniversary of the Women in Ag Conference. The event featured inspiring
keynote speakers, many of whom were Nebraska natives. Steve’s report
highlighted a promising future for agriculture in Nebraska, and it's important to
recognize the women on our farms who show up every day with grit and grace
to support their operations.

The Nebraska State Dairy Association hosted another successful annual meeting
and tradeshow in West Point, Nebraska, on February 25th. Over 175 producers
and industry professionals came together for a day of networking and
collaboration. Congratulations to Automated Dairy Specialties for receiving the
Friend of the Industry Award and to Dr. Paul Kononoff, this year’s recipient of the
Phillip H. Cole Award!
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Come to one of our
meetings!

April 8, 2025: 10-Noon

About the Opportunity o Wayne, NE - Wayne Country Club,

Please join AFAN, lending 302 E 21st St

partners, and area agriculture

groups for an educational pril 8,2025:  3-5PM
meeting about the opportunity o Norfolk, NE - Norfolk Public Library,
to grow poultry for Costco’s 308 W Prospect Ave
dedicated poultry partner,

Lincoln Premium Poultry. April 9, 2025: 10-Noon
During this informational o Aurora, NE - Bremer Center,
meeting, Lincoln Premium 1604 L St

Poultry officials will share

financial and contract details, as April 9, 2025: 2-4 PM

well as explain the opportunity o Central City, NE - City Hall,
for a unique partnership with 1702 31st St

area farmers.

To RSVP or for Questions,
reach out below

@ 4024214472
© mindyr@a-fan.org
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March:

18: Confined Cattle Symposium

24: Sustainable Beef Ribbon Cutting
25-27: Central Plains Dairy Expo

1-3: Western Dairy Management Conference
8-10: PEAK Poultry Expo

15-17: Cheese Expo

27-29: ADPI

O%)@ Good Life. Great Roots.

York, Nebraska
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2025-central-confinement-service-cattle-symposium-registration-1129112167889
https://northplattebulletin.com/ribbon-cutting-set-at-sustainable-beef-plant/
https://www.centralplainsdairy.com/
https://wdmc.org/
https://midwestpoultry.com/
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Special THANK YOU to our Premier Sponsors,
Farm Credit Services of America & Nutrient Advisors!
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Not a partner? JOIN US!
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https://www.fcsamerica.com/
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